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handled in both Houses than the colonial policy which
Lord Roekingham and his colleagues laid before Par-
liament, Those who denied the right of taxing the
colonies cited Locke and Seiden, Harrington and Puffen-
dorf, to show that the very foundation and ultimate point
in view of all government is the good of the society.
They inferred from the Magna Charta and Bill of
Eights, and from the whole history of our constitution,
that no British subject can be taxed save by himself
or his own representative; and they further quoted
in support of their argument the constitutions of the
Tyriau colonies in Africa, and of the Greek colonies in
Asia. On this last head the supporters of the Stamp
Act (Charles Townshend's fatal measure) observed,
sensibly enough, that arguments about the British
colonies drawn from the colonies of antiquity were a
mere useless display of learning, for the Tyriau and
Greek colonies were planned on a totally different
system. Besides, they said, the Romans were the first
to form a regular colonial system, and Rome's jurisdic-
tion over her colonies was " boundless and uncontroll-
able." As for Locke, Seiden, and Puffendorf, they were
only natural lawyers, and their refinements were little
to the purpose in arguing the law and practice of a
particular constitution.

The Rockinghams carried the Repeal of the Stamp
Act; but the effect of this wise and generous policy
was marred by a Declaratory Act for better secur-
ing the dependence of His Majesty's dominions in
America, which set forth the supremacy of Parliament
over all the colonies and its right to impose taxes.
At the end of July, after the conclusion of a satisfactory
session, the Marquis of Rockingham was suddenly, to